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Please cancels claims 1-28 and add the following new claims. 

29. (New) In combination with a fill and drain whirlpool bathtub having a water pimip, a 
closed loop piping system and output jets, the combination further comprising: a suction 
fitting having a faceplate housing, a faceplate, and an elbow housing; the faceplate 
housing having an input orifice^ and a flange to provide a mount to a bathtub wall and a 
threaded portion that extends fix>m behind the flange through an opening in a tub, 
wherein the faceplate housing having a sloped interior wall; Ae elbow lK>u^ng having a 
sloped interior wall, a first end» and an elbow section having an output orifice at a second 
end extending substantially perpendifnilar to the first end,, wfaerein the first end of the 
elbow housing is connected to the threaded portion of the faceplate housing and the 
output orifice is connected to a pipe of die closed loop piping system at a sfanhod aiigle so 
as to allow water in the piping system to drain outt into the baAtub affaer ba&tab drainage; 
wherein the skqped interior wall of die elbow bou^ng and the sk^)ed interior wall of the 
faceplate housing is connected to define a slc^ied interior surface that slopes down waond 
fiom the output ari&:£ to the inpol orifice so as to allow water in the piping system to 
efficiently drain out tfarougfa the elbow housipg and the &ceplatehousii^ into the 
bakhtid^ and the fecefdate having a plucali^ of water flow through passages in the lower 
peripheral ec^e of the faceplate^ wherein the facepMe is configured to resist body 
entiapm ent v^ien high velocity water is passing through the &ceplate, and wherein the 
waier flow through passages are sized and positioaed to resist hair entcapmesEL when bogfa 
vriocity water is passing through the faceplate. 

30. (New) In combinalicm with a fiU and diain whirl!^^ 

closed loop piping ^stem and output jets> the combination further compri^ng: a suction 
fitting, having a faceplate housmg^ ai facepEale,. and an elbow; the face{^a£e bousing 
having an input orifice, and a flange to provide a mount to a bathtub wall and a threaded 
portion that extends from behind the flange through an opening in a tub„ wherein the 
feceplate housing having a sloped interior wall; the elbow having a sloped interior wall, a 
first end, and an elbow section han^iog an output cmfice at a second end extending 
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substantially perpendicular to the first end, wherein the first end of the elbow is 
connected to the threaded portion of the faceplate housing and the output orifice is 
connected to a pipe of the closed loop piping system at a slanted angle so as to allow 
water in the piping system to drain out into the bathtub after bathtub drainage; wherein 
the sloped interior wall of the elbow and the sloped interior wall of the faceplate housing 
is connected to define a sloped interior surface that slopes downward from the output 
orifice to the input orifice so as to allow water in the piping system to efficiently drain 
out through the elbow housing and the fac^late housing into the bathtub; and the 
iaceplate having a plurality of water flow through passages in the lower peripheral edge 
of the faceplate, wherein the faceplate is configured to resist body entrapment when high 
velocity water is passing through the &ceplate, and wherein the water flow through 
passages are sized and positioned to resist hair entrapment when high velocity water is 
passing throug|b the faceplate* 

3 1 . (New) The apparatus of claim 30, whetein the suction fitting further comprises a 
cavitation port. 

32. (New) The apparatus of claim 30» wherein at least a segment of said suction fitting is 
impregnated with an antimicrobial. 

33. (New) In combination with a whirlpool bathtub having a water pump, a closed loop 
piping system and output jets, the combination further romprising: a suction fitting 
having a faceplate housing, a faceplate, and an elbow; the faceplate housing having an 
input orifice, and a flange to provide a moimt to a bathtub wall and a tibtreaded portion 
that extends from the flzmge through an opening in a tub, wherein the faceplate housing 
having a sloped interior wall; fbe elbow having a sloped interior wall,, a first end» and an 
elbow section having an output <mfice at a second end extending substantially 
perpendicular to the first end, wherein the first end of the elbow rs connected to the 
threaded portion of the faceplate housing and the output orifice is connected to a pipe of 
the closed loop piping system at a Wanted angle so as to allow water in the piping system 
to drain out into the bajditub after batiitub draim^e; wherein the sloped interior wall of the 
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elbow and the sloped interior wall of the faceplate housing is connected to define a 
sloped interior sur^e that slopes downward fiom the output orifice to the input orifice 
so as to allow water in the piping system to efficiently drain out through the elbow 
housing and the faceplate housing into the bathtub; and the faceplate having a plurality of 
water flow through passages in the lower peripheral edge of the faceplate, wherein the 
faceplate is configured to resist body entrapment when high velocity water is passing 
through the faceplate, and wherein the water flow through passages are sized and 
positioned to resist hair entrapment when high velocity water is passing through the 
faceplate. 

Respectfully, 




Roy W. Mattson Jr, 
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